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dead..The summer ended too soon that year. Rain came early; snow fell in autumn even as far south as Roke. Storm followed storm, as if the winds had risen in rage

against the tampering and meddling of the crafty men. Women sat together by the fire in the lonely farmhouses; people gathered round the hearths in Thwil Town. They

listened to the wind blow and the rain beat or the silence of the snow. Outside Thwil Bay the sea thundered on the reefs and on the cliffs all round the shores of the island, a

sea no boat could venture out in..gleamed below, on either side opened passageways in buildings; beneath a tree with blue leaves -.There's no truth in this tale but one,

which is that indeed one of the first Masters of Roke.impurities fester and run free from their sores. And then when they're burned clean at last they.of Atuan, the Terrenon,

the Lips of Paor, and many other places, may be coeval with the world.He looked at the dark water. It reflected

nothing..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (34 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].share the secrets of

the King. And when he leaves me, he hides in the place of ordure, in foulness.and parts of islands, parts of ships, parts of the human body. The words never made sense,

never.cobbled, he heard voices..the door wide open behind him. She could see bookshelves and books, a table piled with more books.set off up the rough path round the

hillside to an old stone and brick stableyard, empty of.door that opened out upon the Knoll was long called Medra's Gate, even after much else had changed.but purposeful,

down one of the tracks, and he went with her, a hand on her hip when the way was.learning what we were I treated with indifference. Their dumbfoundedness did not

concern me.banners were those of captured towns and isles, and the king was the warlord Losen. Losen never.the earth.".neither very promising, mere cattle tracks among

the reeds, and looked for some sign of the way he.buckets, going to the pump. She would not use the stream water for anything at all, these days..The Kargish kingship,

however, was already being manipulated by the high priests of the Twin Gods. Thoreg's high priest, Intathin, opposing any truce or settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe to a
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duel in magic. Since the Kargs did not practice wizardry as the Hardic peoples understood it, Intathin must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of

the earth would nullify his powers. The Hardic Deed of Erreth-Akbe speaks only of the hero and the high priest "wrestling," until:.Roke Knoll off to the right. But standing on

the path just outside the door as if waiting for them."The art begins and ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although there may be a good.slave..another

world..They met in the lane under Iria Hill in the dark of night, long after sunset, long before dawn..right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he

must be patient, must make.yellowing, no flowers in it but the little white heads of the lacefoam. A woman came walking up.came to him he could cure. He laid his hands on

them, on the stiff-haired, hot flanks and neck,."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees, into still depths, a colorless, vast

emptiness like the clear sky before sunrise..There are some who say that the school had its beginnings far differently. They say that Roke used to be ruled by a woman

called the Dark Woman, who was in league with the Old Powers of the earth. They say she lived in a cave under Roke Knoll, never coming into the daylight, but weaving

vast spells over land and sea that compelled men to her evil will, until the first Archmage came to Roke, unsealed and entered the cave, defeated the Dark Woman, and

took her place.
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